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By I-77 Mobility Partners
May 2, 2022

New data shows I-77 Express has helped reduce travel times for all drivers on I-77 between

Uptown Charlotte and Mooresville, despite a big increase in traffic.

In the fourth quarter of 2021, I-77 Express generated 8.6 million traffic transactions, compared

to 5.2 million during the same quarter in 2020, an increase of nearly 40%. Even so, data from

I-77 Mobility Partners indicates drivers were rarely slowed by congestion.

“We’re extremely pleased with what we’re seeing,” said Jose Espinosa, CEO of I-77 Mobility

Partners, which constructed and manages I-77 Express. “If people are able to travel to their

destinations at much more reliable speeds, I-77 Express is doing exactly what it was designed

to do.”

The advantage of P3s

A first of its kind for North Carolina, I-77 Express is a public-private partnership between I-77

Mobility Partners and the North Carolina Department of Transportation that developed an

innovative solution to a critical transportation corridor that was often plagued by congestion.

After responding to a competitive state-led procurement process, I-77 Mobility Partners

secured more than $500 million in private financing, allowing the NCDOT to make major

improvements to 26.2 miles of I-77 roughly 20 years ahead of schedule. The partnership also

safeguarded taxpayers by shifting traditional construction and operations risks to the private

sector.

As always, drivers still have the option of traveling the entire corridor at no cost on the general-

purpose lanes. Or they may choose to enter the express lanes on any of the 20 segments that

best suit their needs. The key to the reliability of I-77 Express is dynamic pricing, which is

designed to keep traffic flowing on the express lanes at a minimum average speed of 48 miles

per hour.

Dramatic improvement in speeds

A good indication of how well it’s working is the Travel Time Index, or TTI. Essentially, the TTI

is a ratio of how long it takes to travel a certain distance during a peak period – the travel time

I-77 Express is a public-private partnership between I-77 Mobility Partners and the North Carolina Department of Transportation that developed
an innovative solution to a critical transportation corridor that was often plagued by congestion.
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– to how long it should take under ideal circumstances – the free-flow speed. The ideal TTI is

1.00. That means a driver traveling one mile at the posted speed limit of 60 miles per hour, for

example, was able to travel the distance in one minute.

In 2015, prior to the start of construction on I-77 Express, the TTI along the corridor during

peak periods was above 2.00. Last year, that number in the general-purpose lanes fell to a high

of 1.19. In the express lanes, the TTI was a constant 1.00 – a 100% improvement.

Bailey Racer, a Realtor with the John Bolos Group at Keller Williams Southpark, often relies on

I-77 Express. “As a realtor with listings throughout Mecklenburg County, time is money.

Whether I’m meeting a client in downtown Davidson or showing a house in Charlotte, it’s

important that I get to my clients promptly. With I-77 Express, I’m able to choose where and

when I want to avoid hectic traffic tie-ups and all the stress of driving on the interstate.”

Growing recognition of benefits

On average, 300 thousand drivers use I-77 Express every month. As the economy continues to

recover from the pandemic and more workers return to the office, that number is expected to

grow. But CEO Espinosa doesn’t believe this will adversely affect travel times. “I-77 Express is a

safe, convenient and reliable transportation option. Predictability results in faster speeds and

shorter travel times – ultimately greater throughput for all drivers on the corridor.”

For more information on I-77 Express and how to save up to 35% on tolls by using an NC

Quick Pass transponder, go to www.i77express.com.

I-77 Mobility Partners LLC financed, developed, designed, constructed, operates and

maintains the 26-mile I-77 Express corridor as part of the first-ever public-private

partnership with the North Carolina Department of Transportation. NCDOT retains

ownership of the roadway and helps ensure I-77 Mobility Partners adheres to the standards

of their contractual partnership.

Back to Top

https://www.i77express.com/
https://www.i77express.com/


Charlotte-area express lanes boosting reliability - Charlotte Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/news/2022/05/02/charlotte-area-express-lanes-boosting-reliability.html[4/8/2024 2:03:28 PM]

SUBSCRIBERS

Start a Subscription

Subscriber-Only Content

Digital Edition

Book of Lists

Book of Lists - Unlimited

Manage your Account

Manage My Advertising

ABOUT & CONTACT

About Us

About The Business Journals

Advertise

Help & FAQs

Circulation Sales Center Directory
APPS & SYNDICATION

Mobile Apps

Syndication/RSS
FOLLOW US

NEWSLETTERS

Sign Up Now
ACBJ

American City Business Journals

AmericanInno

CHARLOTTE BUSINESS JOURNAL

https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/subscribe?iana=csnav&csrc=6315
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/news/subscribers
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/digital-edition?issue_id=40280
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/book-of-lists
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/datacenter/lists/book-of-lists-unlimited
https://www.bizjournals.com/myaccount?market=charlotte
https://www.bizjournals.com/ads
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/about-us/
https://www.bizjournals.com/bizjournals/about-us/
https://advertise.bizjournals.com/?ana=om_wb_dg_ftr
https://support.bizjournals.com/en/
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/about-us/sales-center
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/apps/
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/syndication/
https://www.bizjournals.com/account/charlotte/newsletters
http://www.acbj.com/
https://www.bizjournals.com/inno
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte
https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte


Charlotte-area express lanes boosting reliability - Charlotte Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/news/2022/05/02/charlotte-area-express-lanes-boosting-reliability.html[4/8/2024 2:03:28 PM]

BizEquity

BizLeads

Bizwomen

Hemmings

User Agreement
Privacy Policy
Ad Choices

Your Privacy Choices

© 2023 American City Business Journals. All rights reserved. Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (updated
January 24, 2023) and Privacy Policy (updated December 19, 2023). The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used,

except with the prior written permission of American CityBusiness Journals.

https://www.bizequity.com/
https://www.bizleads.com/
https://www.bizjournals.com/bizwomen
http://www.hemmings.com/
https://www.bizjournals.com/useragreement
https://www.bizjournals.com/privacy
https://www.bizjournals.com/privacy#VII
https://www.bizjournals.com/useragreement
https://www.bizjournals.com/privacy

	bizjournals.com
	Charlotte-area express lanes boosting reliability - Charlotte Business Journal


	luZy1yZWxpYWJpbGl0eS5odG1sAA==: 
	button0: 
	button0_(1): 
	button0_(1)_(2): 
	button4: 
	button0_(1)_(2)_(3): 
	button0_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4): 



